
STEM Community Alliance Program Juvenile Justice Facility 
Presentation Guidelines  

In the state of Utah, Juvenile Justice Service (JJS) facilities house Youth-in-Care 
(YIC) who are “individuals under the age of 21 in custody of or receiving services from 
the Utah Department of Human Services or an equivalent Native American tribe, or who 
are being held in a juvenile detention facility.” The STEM Community Alliance Program 
(STEMCAP) works in facilities that span the whole spectrum of Youth-in-Care, working 
in facilities that range from juvenile detention centers to residential treatment centers. 
Students are working toward earning their high school diploma, and have extremely 
varied educational backgrounds and current capabilities. We work with teachers within 
these centers in order to provide programs that meet the centers’ needs and carry out 
our programming primarily during students’ science class periods. 

In addition to teachers, who are employed by the local school district, each 
facility has JJS staff who perform typical correctional officer and social worker roles 
within the classroom. We work at centers that house both male and female students, 
separated by gender, who are anywhere from 13-21 years of age.

Presentation Guidelines
1. Be careful when using technical terms – avoid jargon.

o If you must use a technical term, be sure to define it. Metaphors are useful 
here, and many students will relate more easily to a description of what 
something means in the real world rather than a more textbook style 
definition. 
▪ E.g. DNA is like the blueprint of a house, proteins are like the 

foundation, and the cell is the house.
o Limit the amount of technical terms you use- whenever possible, think of 

easier synonyms. 
▪ Our goal is to disseminate information in an easy-to-understand 

fashion, so focus more on the main ideas of your topic, the process of 
your research, or the overarching takeaways from your presentation.

2. While most students at these facilities are high school age (14 – 18 years old), it is 
recommended that you create your presentation at a 7th grade level as many of 
these students have non-traditional educational backgrounds and are often behind in 
school.

3. The format and content of slides for audiences at a Juvenile Justice facility are very 
different from those for a scientific audience.

o Use a simple background with a good color contrast.
o Use photos and simple diagrams whenever possible; keep text short and 

simple.
o Keep each individual slide visually simple.
o Graphs may be shown, but only if they are easy to interpret. 

▪ Simple axes labels
▪ No error bars
▪ Axes labeled with large letters



▪ Summarize major trends; read out axes labels
o If showing diagrams, remove extraneous terms. Include only terms you 

explain and discuss.
o When speaking about dimensions and measurements, place them in context 

(for example, the size of bacteria relative to a human hair).
▪ Some students may feel more comfortable with this language rather 

than metric scales.
o Any people shown in your photos must be modestly dressed.
o It is best NOT to embed videos in your slides because of software 

compatibility issues. If you do embed them, provide a separate video film on 
your jump drive and an internet link as backup if you have one.

o Avoid animations within your PowerPoint because of technical issues
o While each scientist and each program is unique, typically presentations 

should be no longer than 25 – 30 minutes.
o Internet access can be available to presenters during their presentation, but 

will require prior approval to access. Be sure to let the STEMCAP team know 
if this needs to be arranged.

4. Include mention of jobs and careers in your field, and your pathway to the topic you 
are presenting on.

o E.g., as a mammologist, you can be a wildlife ecologist and help inform policy, 
work at a national park, participate in conservation efforts, etc.

o E.g., before I was a faculty member in the geosciences, I was a waitress, 
failed my high school math course, had a great teacher/mentor in science, 
and here I am!

o Incorporate photos or a narrative of what a “day in the life” is like, and some 
of the more unique things you end up doing as a scientist/artist/writer in your 
field.

5. It is encouraged (but not mandatory) to incorporate a hands-on component to your 
program. 

o Certain centers do have restrictions on what materials students can directly 
handle, so check-in with STEMCAP staff as you plan your hands-on 
component. 

o All materials used must be pre-approved by the juvenile justice facility.
▪ The STEMCAP team will email a final list of all presentation materials 

to the JJS facility for approval 1 week prior to the engagement event. 
o The STEMCAP team can help with the design and implementation of a 

hands-on activity.  
o If your program requires supplies in addition to what you or the STEMCAP 

team have access to, there are small funds available that can be applied to 
purchase materials and supplies.

o These students have limited access to the internet, so online activities or 
programs are discouraged (though not completely impossible to facilitate—
ask the STEMCAP team if interested).
▪ Policies vary by center, so be sure to check with us if you want to 

include an online component.



o Generally, visiting presenters aren’t allowed to bring in activities that involve 
the students using smartphones or internet-capable devices (except as 
provided by the school) or anything sharp (i.e. scissors).

o If you want to provide a hands-on activity, only bring the minimum amount of 
supplies that are absolutely necessary (i.e. one sharpie per student, etc.)
▪ Provide the STEMCAP team with a list of materials well in advance so 

we can discuss them with the JJS staff and teachers.
o If you choose to do a demonstration instead of a class activity, you can bring 

in nearly anything you need as long as it is tightly controlled by STEMCAP 
staff.
▪ We need to be able to easily manage materials and keep diligent 

inventory, so it is again important to minimize the number of each item 
you bring in.

o If your hands-on experiment requires protective equipment, please ask us 
how many to bring so all students have them. We can help with supplying 
these items. 

Classroom Interactions
1. Class sizes are relatively small, with 5-10 students, though it can be up to 25 kids at 

one facility. At some of the facilities, they may request you present twice, as classes 
are gender-separated but often facilities have boys and girls present. Please let us 
know if you’d prefer only to present once, or what group size your presentation is 
best geared for so we can match you with the proper facilities.  

2. When asking questions to the group, never single out a student or put them down. A 
student should never feel embarrassed or anxious.

a. Never put a student down if their question seems off-topic or confusing. 
Instead, try asking them to “tell me more about that” or simply saying “that’s a 
fantastic question- I don’t know/science doesn’t know” is okay!

b. It is also totally fine if no student responds to a question you ask. Rather than 
pressuring them to respond, simply say something like “that was a hard 
question, but the answer is…” or “that’s a tricky one. Basically….” 

3. Encourage hand-raising when students have questions.
4. Do not perform typical “classroom management” like telling them to be quiet, talking 

out of turn, etc.- the JJS (Juvenile Justice Service) staff handle this and it can create 
a tense social dynamic if you do so. 

5. Do not dismiss the group at the end of the presentation – the JJS staff will do this.
6. Students may ask questions about your research or information shared in the 

presentation, but remember to avoid oversharing personal info (where you live, your 
last name/contact information, information about your partner/relationship are all 
explicitly off-limits). It is important not to tell a student off or make them feel ashamed 
for asking about your personal life and instead change the subject or say “I don’t 
want to talk about my personal life, I am just here to talk about my research” or 
something along those lines. 

7. When speaking with an individual student, maintain an appropriate amount of 
personal space.



8. It can be a distracting environment- students are often called out to leave to attend 
another appointment, radios go off, staff comes in and out, door buzzes, etc. Be 
patient and prepared for distractions and potential interruptions. Try to continue as if 
nothing is happening when a student is called out of class, so as not to put extra 
attention on them. This can help you avoid unintentionally making a student feel bad 
about accidently interrupting or missing out on the rest of your presentation. These 
situations are out of their control and it is important to recognize that. 

What to bring the day of your presentation
1. Driver’s license
2. Thumb drive back-up of your presentation (must be the same as the approved 

presentation)
3. Any extra presentation materials that have been approved by the JJS staff.
4. Empty pockets – no purses, pens, cell phones, wallets, sunglasses, gum, staples, 

etc. These items are not permitted inside the facility.

Adhere to the dress code
1. Dress must be professional. Please mind the following dress code:

o Wear long pants (no shorts, no skirts or dress). If you wear jeans, they need 
to be dark wash or black with no holes, tears, or frays.

o Wear close-toed shoes; no sneakers/gym shoes.
o Wear a dress shirt or blouse.
o Do NOT wear anything with a hood.
o Do NOT wear a scarf, tie, or hat.
o Avoid excessive jewelry.

2. Dress conservatively.
o Nothing clingy or shear.
o Nothing with holes or tears.
o No sleeveless shirts; shoulders must be covered.
o No wrap-around blouses.
o No visible midriff or cleavage.

Adhere to security guidelines
1. You may be given a guest badge at the facility. Make sure it is visible at all times and 

is wore in the chest area.
2. “Nothing in – nothing out.” 

o You may only bring in the approved presentation materials. If you have car 
keys, you may be asked to leave them at the front desk.

3. Follow all instructions given to you by a staff person. Stay with staff at all times. This 
will ensure they will hear and witness all of your interactions with students.

o If you ever feel uncomfortable, notify the STEMCAP Program team or juvenile 
justice staff member.

4. Do not engage in personal conversations about yourself or others when in the 
facility.

o Do not share information about your address, phone number, family, etc.



o Never accept an item from a student. 
5. Never ask a student why he/she is in the detention center, if they have been there or 

to other facilities before, how long their stay is, or other personal information. 
6. Do not have any physical contact with students beyond a handshake or fist bump.

Question? 
Contact Laura George – STEMCAP Program Manager 
laura.george13@gmail.com / 4043869884


